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‘A BIT ABOUT 
FRANK’ 

 
BY DAVID 

SANNI 

MY SHORT FILM IDEA 
Here is my dossier explaining my short f i lm idea and the world 
in which it exists, i t will  a lso give you an in-depth analysis into 
the context and history of the project and what inspires me as 
a person I hope you enjoy.  
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About me - Director 

1

To  this  p ro ject  and why I  

th ink this  f i lm idea wi l l  be 

successfu l  you wi l l  f i rs t  need to  

understand me.  I  was born and 

ra ised in East  London,  canning 

town in  a  smal l  f la t  with my mother ,  

fa ther ,  and my two o lder  s ib l ings 

Franc is  and Rachael . At  this  

part i cular  t ime things were  tough  

and we didn ’t  have much.  Things 

took a  tu rn for  the bette r  when  my 

father  acqu ired his  garage to  

perform his  work dut ies  and mum 

stepped up from working in a  

bakery to  becoming an accountant .   

We then  moved to  a  3 bedroom 

semi-detached house  a s tone  th row 

away.  I t  was a  big step up and 
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enabled us  to  invite  more family  

round,  which made i t  a  more 

sociab le move.  I  l ived r igh t  next  to  

West  Ham footba l l  s tad ium even 

though I  fo l lowed my  fathers  team 

Arsena l .  At  the age of  12 I  played 

for  the  under 16  youth academy 

out le t  for  west  ham, wh ich a lso 

made my fondness  for  the c lub 

grow stronger. At  18 I  worked for  

the  c lub in a  s l igh t ly  di f fe rent  ro le  

in the k i tchen as  a KP . These 

exper iences have made me bui ld  a 

loving relat ionship  with the  c lub 

and exp la ins  why  i t  p lays  a  b ig  role 

in the f i lm and a lso how it  he lps  

put  the f i lm, locat ion,  and fee l  of  

the  f i lm in to  some sort  of  context .  

+ 

FILM DETAILS 

- Running time 

20 -25 

minutes 

- Production 

type 

(Independent)  

- Production 

location 

(London) 

- Production 

company 

(O.N.W) 

- Director 

David Sanni 

- Genre 

(Drama) 
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SYNOPSIS 

1

This story is all about love and hardship. It 

starts in the heart of East London where 

we see best friends Billy 9, and Daniel 10 

walking towards a corner shop. Even 

though Billy is the youngest of pair he is 

dominating, naughty, and mischievous 

where as Daniel is the complete opposite. 

After a long day in the park Billy schemes a 

way to get Daniel to steal from the local 

shop, which he does successfully and the 

boys narrowly escape the grasp of the 

angry shopkeeper. We then fast-forward a 

decade to present day where Daniel has 

just returned back from university for the 

summer holidays. Billy has been going 

through it whilst Daniel has been away 

although he is unaware. He’s been stuck 

doing dodgy jobs with know hope of 

leaving the area, and he has also found out 

that his dad is ill and will pass if he doesn’t 

receive a new kidney. Billy’s knows he’s 

played an integral part in the cause of his 

dads stress and illness so he decides to 

take matters into his own hands and steps 

up to do the transplant on the black 

market, as he is the only family his Dad has. 

Although because Billy has his own heart 

complications the NHS did not approve of 

2

his application in fear he would die of a 

heart attack. Unfortunately on that same 

day of Daniel’s arrival Billy passes away as 

the procedure takes a turn for the worse. 

Frank Billy’s father was completely unaware 

Billy knew he had an illness, and has now 

lost the last thing he had left. Denise Billy’s 

X girlfriend is also left the distraught as she 

feels partly responsible for her friends 

death as she got Billy is contact with the 

private doctor. This is an epic tale of best 

friends who got torn apart by society, love, 

and decisions. The story harbors some 

deep underlying thoughts and enigmas like 

class, and society. 

+ 
ORIGIN 

The poem that 
inspired this 
narrative is one 
which I wrote a 
couple years ago 
called ‘A bit about 
Frank’ who is 
completely fictional 
although can be 
likened to many 
people. I think the 
poem is deep, but 
this film could be 
even deeper if we 
execute it right. I 
want the audiences 
to say ‘Wow I can’t 
believe this actually 
happened’, or ‘Is 
this some bodies 
reality?’  These are 
the sorts of 
questions and 
feelings I want to 
evoke. I’ am a very 
dramatic person, 
and I’ am from an 
acting background 
so I want to take 
that same emotion 
and drama and 
implement into this 
text. The poem has 
brought people to 
tears, if I can 
incorporate this feel 
into the visuals this 
will be great, and I 
think the film will be 
great. 

- David Sanni 
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Setting the scene 

1

Billy and Daniel have been friends since 

forever. They do everything together party, 

play football, share girls literally everything 

together. But Billy is the troublemaker out of 

the two. He's always getting Daniel in trouble. 

Billy also does a bit of dodgy work on the side 

such as delivering packages and selling for a 

few 'cousins' 

Whenever the two get into trouble Billy's 

response is 'it's just my cousins' if they are 

getting chased he would say 'it's just my 

cousins' as a cover up. They argue, they fight 

as Daniel is always trying to protect his friend. 

Daniel is also the smarter, calmer, one who 

2

loves to learn, where as Billy loves the quick life 

and is always up to something. Frank is 54-

year-old mechanic, Billy's father who has been 

through a lot. He's quite mellow now especially 

after loosing his mother and wife in the same 

time period. He is a single father who defeats 
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+ 
Character 
list  

THOUGHTS AND 

IDEAS 

My previous projects have 

been good but that’s 

project has to be on 

another level, we can’t rest 

on a decent job we have 

to produce more great 

projects. The sound has to 

be great, we have to plan 

more, and think about 

casting, locations, 

rehearsals and so fourth. If 

I can transfer half of my 

vision into this film the 

project will be very 

successful.  The casting 

process has taken shape 

and I can now see certain 

characters coming to life 

the actors at our disposal. 

Frank – (This is Billy’s father/ Single parent/ 50-55 years of age/ works in a 
garage/ hard working/ very knowledgeable/ tall bulky frame/ a bit dirty/ 
lost both parents at a young age/white) 

Billy (Bill) – (Franks son/ Best friends with Curtis/ 19/ Casanova/ 
troublesome/ good looking charming/ funny/ lads lad/ show man/ a risk 
taker/ white/ favorite line ‘Their just my cousins’) 

Daniel (Danny) – (Tall/ shy/ smart/ over thinker/ organized/ humble/ always 
getting in trouble because of Billy/ wise/ quirky/ awkward/ loyal/ weak/ best 
friends with Billy/ 20) 

Billy (Bill) – aged 9 (childish/ funny/ troublemaker/ fearless/ energy/ 
patriotic/ leader 

Daniel (Danny) aged 10 (corrupted/ gullible/ foolish/ follower/awkward/ 
loyal/ reliant 

Taylor (T) – Went to the same college as Daniel/ has a thing Billy/ 
Desperate/flirtatious/ gullible/ attractive/ naive/ insecure/ eager 

Shanice (Shan) – Best friends with Taylor, went to the same college as 
Daniel/ intelligent/ follower/ shy/ insecure/ hurt/ a dreamer/ easily deceived 

Denise (Dee) – (18/ young/ naive/ attractive/ sexy/ gullible/ sassy/ cheeky/ 
jealous/ spiteful/ deluded/ easily manipulated/ Billy’s X/ still holds on/ in 
denial/ clingy) 

Doctor (X) – 44 very cautious/ smart/ vindictive/ manslaughter/ dodgy/ 
black leather jacket/ one to watch/ 

Shopkeeper (Boss man) – local/ inpatient/ hasty/ moody 

Blacks – (24/ wreck less thug/ from rival ends/ stupid/ misled/ ex convict/ 
trying to live the fast life/ stocky/ beard/ big/ black) 
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Locations 
Visual approach 

THE FLATS 

This is an integral part of the film 

as it holds key scenes and also tells 

you a lot about the family Billy is 

from and what sort of life he lives. 

It also gives you an incite into the 

world and the community which he 

is from. I want to use a lot of long 

shots in this film to set scenes. I 

will use these shots as establishing 

shots which I think will help put the 

film in perspective. I got this idea 

from a film I watched called ‘Cass’ 

which has similarities to my film. 

This inspired me and is a film I’ am 

using as a point of reference.  The 

director of the film is Jon. S. Baird 

+ 

THE HOSPITAL ROOM 

We will only see the hospital for 

one scene, but this sequence is 

crucial as it is the scene where Billy 

dies. There is so much riding on 

how this scene plans out because 

it is a tricky shot to shoot. I found 

inspiration from the film ‘Law 

abiding citizen’ in this there is 

situation when Clyde Shelton a 

father of a murdered daughter 

torchers his daughters murderer. 

He goes in as if he going to 

perform surgery on the man. The 

shot pace, and intensity is 

amazing, also the minimal use of 

dialogue is great. I will defiantly 

learn from this film.  

THE PUB 

The pub has a huge significance 

behind it as it is something, which 

represents the British culture. It is 

also houses the scene where Billy 

and his ex partner Denise meet the 

doctor for the first time. We see 

the pub used in British soaps like 

Eastenders, Emerdale, Hollyoaks 

and so fourth. So the use of this 

location alone gives the audience 

signifiers into what the film is 

about. I want to use dim lighting 

for this scene it’s like Billy’s last 

drink before he will die. It also tells 

you a lot about Billy in how he 

decides to meet this man in a pub 

in comparison to a café. 
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Context – Kidney Failure  

Prostate enlargement occurs in a third of all men over 50 and it’s 

therefore a condition associated with ageing. The prostate gland is a 

small gland found in men and it opens into the urethra (the tube that 

carries urine) and sits below the bladder and vas deferens. When the 

prostate is enlarged it can put pressure on the urethra making it difficult 

for the bladder to empty.  

Context – Upton Park  

This is a very diverse area with a high population of Asians. It’s a cultural 

hub were people from all works of life coincide together. This probably 

explains why Billy who is white is best friends with a black male. The 

area is also represented by football, which breeds loyalty, togetherness, 

and at times aggression. There is a strong rivalry with Mill wall who are 

not too far away. 

Context – Notion of Love 

Billy one of the lead characters explores the notion of love, and what 

you would do in the name of love. Unlike most films, which look at the 

love between spouses, this looks at a love between a father and son. 

Billy who hasn’t always been the best son shows his emotions for the 

first time in his life. He reminds me Michael Scofield in prison break. 

Michael countless put himself out there to save his loved ones. 

Context – Cass 

This film encapsulates the feel of my film. It also looks at similar issues 

like football, and the effects it has on British culture. This film is also set 

during the same time period Frank; Billy’s dad was a young lad running 

the streets. I can see similarities between the characters in this film and 

younger Frank. The film has also helped me in terms of some of the 

shots I will like to use to tell my story. 

The context of film – Key notions 
A good film has to have depth and character and has to be able to relate to various audiences.  I 

have tried to make a text, which has various layers. This will make it more appealing. It also helps 

to build a social context around the text.  
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Finances 

Most of the financing will be from my own pocket. I will invest money I have saved and also 

continue to work on more corporate and commercial events in order to make money for 

this film.  I will also seek financial backing from investors for a stake in the film. The 

depending on the quality of the end product I will rent out a cinema and ask people to 

purchase tickets for the film. I budget that I will need £3000 to make this film to my desired 

standard. This will be spent on actors, transport and logistics, costume, make-up, locations, 

equipment, PR and so fourth. Without the right amount of money it will be difficult to 

achieve the quality I want. 


