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LOG LINE:  An absent mother grieves the loss of her only son unconventionally. 

SYNOPSIS: This film is all about heartbreak, hardship and bad decisions. This story is narrated from the 
prospective of Angie, on the day of her son’s funeral. Her son being Billy who has a best friend called 
Daniel. Her story fast-forwards to a week before present day. Angie’s son Billy has recently found out 
through a letter from the NHS that his father is severely ill and will die shortly if he does not receive a 
new kidney. Billy’s knows he’s played an integral part in his fathers stress and illness so he decides to 
take matters into his own hands by stepping up to do the transplant with the NHS, as he is the only 
direct family his Dad has remaining, especially as Angie left the boys when he was 5. Billy ‘s brave 
heroics come to nothing as the NHS deny his application in the fear that he would not make it through 
the operation due to his diabetic condition. So his X girlfriend Denise introduces him to a Doctor who 
does underhand black market surgeries for extortionate prices. Unfortunately on the same day of Daniel’s 
arrival from university Billy passes away as the procedure takes a wicked turn for the worse as feared. 
Frank, Billy’s father was completely unaware Billy knew he had an illness, let alone the fact that he 
would make an attempt to save him. He has now lost the last important thing in his life. Even though 
Billy dies, all is not lost because Frank fortunately receives a donor from the NHS just in time. Billy 
ultimately dies in vain.

Angie ends her story by expressing to the audience how she feels. This is an epic tale about the 
unfortunate loss of a good boy who always managed to get caught up in bad situations. The story 
harbors some deep underlying thoughts and enigmas of class and society.

Technical info
TITLE: A bit about Angie
YEAR OF PRODUCTION: 2016
DURATION: 24:00
COUNTRY OF PRODUCTION: England
GENRE: DRAMA
PRODUCTION FORMAT: Digital HDV
CAMERA TYPE: DSLR
SCREENING FORMAT: HDCAM 25.fps
RATIO 16:9
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

Contact: Production Company- Our Notion Works (O.N.W)
Twitter- @OurNotionWorks
Email- ournotinworks@gmail.com
Mobile- +447852926517
Address- Ellen terry building, Prioy street, CV1 5FB, Coventry, United Kingdom



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
Director’s Statement (David Sanni): This film is an adaptation of a poem I wrote called ‘A bit 
about Frank’ some years ago. The poem, which I originally wrote, is Frank’s half of the 
conversation between Daniel and himself in the kitchen scene. To understand this film you have 
to understand the poem, and to understand the poem you have to understand me the poet. It 
was easy for me to create Frank and his world because I have seen it first hand. I lived in 
and around his neighborhood. Frank as a character became so real to me that I could see him 
in myself. So writing his lines and developing his interaction between him and the other 
characters became second nature. This story has been chopped and changed several times for 
various reasons including time and financial constraints but I have always managed to retain the 
core heart of the film. Before I created this media text I gathered inspiration from films like 
‘Cass’ and ‘This is England’ which both harbor a raw gritty and British feel which I wanted in 
my movie.

This was my second opportunity to work with kids for a film of mine, the first being for 
‘Rendezvous’ in 2014. This experience made it easier for me to get a good level of 
performance out of the child actors in a shorter space of time. ‘Angie’ who was a late addition 
to the script can be likened to Bianca from ‘Eastenders’. She is both bold and strong and 
really takes the audience on an emotional journey whilst telling her story. Billy play’s an integral 
role because after his death he causes a massive shift in all of the remaining characters, which 
also highlights his importance and popularity. Daniel is also likeable character and I think the 
audience will gravitate towards him similar to how we feel for ‘Yemi’ in E4’s ‘Youngers’. This 
tragedy is filled with up’s and downs, comedy and tear provoking moments. It literally has it all. 
I thoroughly enjoyed directing this film even though it was extremely stressful.  It has taught me 
the importance of focuses on research throughout all the stages of production and also to 
constantly communicate with cast and crew. There is so much I could say on each character 
but I’d rather let you get on and watch this film. I would like to thank everybody who gave a 
hand to help take my initial poem idea to screen. You know who you are.

Lastly, like I’ve said before… ‘The director has the vision, but only a good crew can transcend 
this vision into reality’. David Sanni



The Crew
Bio:
Name – David Sanni
Age – 22
Nationality – British 
Director
David Sanni is a director, writer and cinematographer who also 
like’s to dabble in acting. He is currently in his final year of a 
media production degree at Coventry University after spending last 
year on a placement in Madrid. During sixth form David studied 
Drama, media and business studies in a two-year spell. His love 
for poetry helps him to come up with creative projects for films 
and other media related material. 
For ‘A bit about Angie’ David took on the role as the director, 
writer but he also filmed and edited on occasions. David knew it 
was important to focus on bringing the best performances out of 
the actors and crew. He aimed to do this through rehearsals and 
developing a personal relationship with the actors, which paid off 
on set. David has now directed his 3rd short and he now hopes 
to have a long and successful career in the film industry.

Bio: 
Name – Rikita Samuel
Age – 22
Nationality – British 
Casting Director
My name is Rikita. I was allocated the position of casting director for 
this project - which I was very happy about! I’ve always had a good 
eye for talent and felt that this role would definitely suit me. 

Working on ‘A bit about Angie’ was my first time being a casting 
director, and I must admit it was definitely challenging. Prior to me 
taking on the role, I assumed it would be quite straightforward - ‘just 
choosing people that could act right?’ however that was not the case. 
It was quite a process and involved a lot of deliberation alongside the 
director, but all in all it was an amazing experience and I am very 
happy with the outcome and the performance of the individuals we 
chose to be part of the project.   

Working alongside ONW was also very rewarding, they are a group of 
talented individuals and their vision for the film was so strong that it 
helped us create an amazing piece of work. I am very happy I was a 
part of this experience and it has encouraged me to pursue a career 
in the film industry more than ever



Bio:
Name – Omar Dick
Age – 22
Nationality - British
D.O.P
Omar Dick is a cinematographer, camera operator and editor who is 
currently in his final year at Coventry University studying Media 
Production. At college Omar studied Media Studies, Sociology and 
English Language at A-Level and especially liked Media Studies and 
Sociology, he saw how they both interchange and swapped 
theories/concepts, this reinforced his desire to study Media Production 
at University. Sociology opened his mind to creating meaning in his 
media work through societal concepts. Omar is quite proficient at both 
cinematography and editing, as they are his passions, he wishes to 
pursue them both to forge a career in the film industry.

Bio: 
Name – Adewale Shittu
Age – 23
Nationality – British 
Producer
Wale has always had a passion for media from a young age when he 
used to watch his father record memorable moments on his Sony 
video camera. Years later he then progressed to study Film and TV at 
college and enjoyed the whole production process of converting an idea 
into a visual piece of work. Wale is now currently approaching the end 
of his time as a Media Production student at Coventry University and 
is aware that his skills set is based around editing and filming.

Bio:
Name - Shafiki Hatwib
Age - 24
Nationality - British
Stills Photographer 
Shafiki Hatwib is the person in charge of the photography and graphic 
design areas in the short film (A bit about Angie) making sure that 
he grabs the audience attention by producing  quality work in both 
areas.
Shafiki is passionate about finding different unique ways of expressing 
creativity in his work that he captures and designs plus exploring new 
ways to show his imagination. Shafiki is currently studying Graphic 
Design, second year at Coventry university, he finished college at John 
Russin College studying Graphic Design /Photography. 



Cast
Bio: 
Name – Luke King
Age – 24
Nationality - British
Daniel
Hello, my name is Luke King and I played the role of Daniel, Billy's socially awkward best friend. I 
really enjoyed working with the team at Our Notion Works. The director David Sanni was brilliant to 
work with. He is the type of director who knows how to get strong performances from his actors, 
giving us a lot of freedom. Jonathan (Billy) and I developed a very good relationship, which meant 
that our scenes felt very natural. I also learnt a lot from the incredibly talented Ross James 
(Frank). It was a pleasure to work with the cast and crew on this project and have no doubt that 
we made a successful collaborative film.

Bio:
Name – Sara Galvin
Age: 50
Nationality – British 
Angie
Being Angie.  There are a couple of things that Angie and I have in common; a passion for West 
Ham United Football Club and a burning desire to become a performer, in Angie's case a Showgirl. 
A Bit About Angie explores the question of what would you sacrifice to realize a dream? Would you 
leave a child to fulfill your own ambitions? That's the decision that Angie made, walking away from 
her son when he was 5 and now years later learning that he has died as a young man selflessly 
trying to save someone else.... putting his father's needs before his own, making the ultimate 
sacrifice.  This is something that Angie could not do and now she has to cope with that loss and 
accepting that all the things she had planned to do for him will never happen.  The role of Angie 
for me was about that exploration of trying to find the reason for her actions and how she reconciles 
the choices she made, knowing that she has run out of time to make amends.  I found her 
complexities very absorbing and the overarching question of if she had her time again would she do 
it differently?

Bio:
Name: Jonathon Howes
Age: 21
Nationality: British 
Billy
My name is Jonathon and I play the role of Billy in 'A bit about Angie'. Billy is a very cocky and 

confident character who becomes humbled through a very bad situation. He taught me as person 
that anything can happen in life, he also reinstated the importance of family which is another 
interesting factor to take into consideration.  I enjoyed playing the role as I was surrounded by a 
great set of cast and crew, they really made life easier for me. The director was also very 
instrumental in the success of my role as he gave me pointers and respectfully corrected my errors. 
In the future looking on past this film, I will continue work on my craft and hopefully create a name 
for myself in film.

Bio:
Name- Rose James
Nationality: British
Hey my name is ross and i play the role of Frank, Billy's father in 'A bit about Angie'. I enjoyed 
playing this character as I can honestly relate with him. The director helped me to develop my 
character and gave me some roles to research which helped me in my portrayal of Frank. In the 
future I will continue to work in film and follow my dreams of becoming a big time actor.
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Approach
When making ‘A bit about Angie’ I had two main goals. The first goal was to create a film, which 
would pull at the heartstrings of the audience, and the second was to make a narrative, which 
would relatable to the audience. To do this we worked on the relationships of the actors in the aim 
to build up their chemistry on set.  I also gave the actors very specific texts to research and learn 
from in the quest to becoming the character in question. As filmmakers we decided to concentrate 
on catching the emotion and the feeling within the scenes. This meant perfecting the sound and 
making sure we used intimate shots to tell the story. We also used music and time lapses to help 
create a particular mood for the film and to demonstrate the passing of time. Manipulating the 
picture depth through color grading was also another key technique we used to achieve our desired 
goals. 
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FAQ
Q&A (Perspective of O.N.W)
What were the difficulties we faced?  We faced a series of challenges whilst making this film. For 
one the film was originally entitled ‘A bit about Frank’ before the main actor who played ‘Frank’ 
dropped out half way through the production. Which was disappointing. We also faced issues with 
continuity as we took such a huge break during the middle of film due to educational and financial 
reasons.

Why did you choose West ham football to base your film around? We opted for West Ham 
because the director David Sanni has such a strong bond with the Hammers so it only made 
sense to go with the club. We knew we had to follow his dream when he acquired the main 
house location, which is situated right outside the stadium, overlooking the heartbeat of the town.  
After that the rest was history.

Why did you choose those characters to tell your story? Each character means something. From 
‘Shanice’ all the way through to ‘Frank’, they have all been systematically placed together to 
engineer this narrative. There is a strong East London core, which ‘Billy’, ‘Angie’ and ‘Frank’ 
possess in particular which is also refreshing. They all have significant roles to play. Even though 
‘Angie’ was a very late addition to the script she has become a seamless addition. She helps to 
explain the happenings and emotions, which take place within the film. Her perspective is both 
intriguing and very different from your average mums, which is great.

What was the best part of filming? The best part of filming is always when you hear the director 
yell cut! Only joking, but honestly the best part of filming is working with a succinct group of 
people with different ideas, visions and talents in a positive and productive working environment. The 
feeling of positivity makes shooting so much easier especially when the cast and crew pull together 
despite on difficulties they have faced. Ultimately the best part of filming is when it all comes 
together.

What is your favorite scene? Even though it’s hard to pick a favorite, I will pick one because it 
would be too easy and cliché If I said I loved each scene exactly the same. Nobody’s buying that. 
So I would say ‘Frank’ and ‘Daniel’s’ kitchen scene just after the boys meet up after ‘Daniel’ 
returns from university. I think that scene is so integral to the entire film, and it is the scene that 
has all these other little cut scenes, for example the pick up scene between the ‘Doctor’ and ‘Billy’. 
Yeah it would be that scene.
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